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A book of  rare breed sheep as identified by the Rare Breeds Survival 
Trust in 2014.  The breeds change from year to year as some breeds 
become more popular and others decline. So this is just a snap shot of  
the diverse breeds that fall into the watchlist from endagerd to vulnerable 
to at risk and minority breed.  A full and current listing can be found on 
the Rare Breeds Survival Trust website www.rbst.org.uk.

Of  all animals I love the diversity of  sheep I find my own sheep a 
constant source of  interest and intrigue. whilst occasionally 
hampered by their breeding I find them to show a great deal of  
intellegence...often outwitting their owner and her atempts at GOOD 
fencing and restricted grazing!

https://www.rbst.org.uk/Pages/Category/sheep-watchlist


Balwen

Balwen meaning ‘White Blaze’ in Welsh .  Is a small mountain breed of  
sheep between 40 and 60 kg.  Thought to be very hardy sheep  and more 
docile than the Welsh Mountain.     They are considered to be a relatively 
low input and long lived breed.  



Borereay found mainly on Boreray island is a small sheep of  between 30 
kg and 45kg.  Thought to be very good for conservation grazing, doing 
well on sparse grazing and a very hardy breed.

Boreray



Border leicester

The Border Leicester is considered very versitle for crossing and is a large 
sheep of  between 80 and 145 kg with a very distinctive Roman nose.  
They are renowned for their docility and ablility to produce 
quality early maturing lambs. 



The Castlemilk Moorit is a small sheep of  between 40 and 55kg, an agile 
primitive breed with white mouflon markings around the eyes, lower jaw, 
legs, belly and rump.  Considered a specialist wool breed as the fleece has 
little or no kemp. They are long lived and lambs mature slowly.

Castelmilk Moorit



The Cotswold breed originally for the wool trade they are a large sheep 
of  between 85 and 130 kg.  They are a hardy breed considered to be easily 
trained. 

Cotswold



Devon & Cornwall Longwool sheep are a large sturdy breed of  between 
75 and 110 kg.  Generally a docile breed and considered easy to train, they 
are a specialist wool breed due to their long wool stalpe of  between 20 and 
25cm. 

Devon & Cornwall Longwool



The Dorset Horn known for their ability to breed out of  season, they have 
been superceeded to a large extent by the polled Dorsets originally  breed 
in Australia. They are a stocky medium size sheep or between 75 and 120 
kg with spiral horns.  They are very docile and easily trained with all year 
round lambing ability.

Dorset Horn



A book of  Rare breed sheep as identified by the Rare Breeds Survival 
Trust in 2014.  The breeds change from year to year as some breed 
become more popular and others decline. 

This book stems from a fasination and love of  sheep by the artist and 
Illustrator Suzy Sharpe, who is inspired daily by a variety sheep and other 
creatured kept on her smallholding in west Cornwall.

If  you would like to see some more of  my work including original paint-
ings, drawings, printmaking and greetings cards please visit my website 

www.suzysharpe.co.uk

https://www.suzysharpeartist.com

